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their people : " Let us now grasp each other's hands, 
for another great struggle lies before us for the 
spiritual and social prosperity and welfare of our 
people. Casting aside all feelings of bitterness, let 
us learn to forget and forgive, so that the deep 
wounds caused by this war may be healed." The 
fine spirit of resignation and forgiveness which this 
language implies is no doubt the result in consider- 
able measure of the liberality shown by the British, 
in assuring the Boers that, in addition to aiding them 
to rebuild their homes and restock their farms, as 
early as possible self-government will be instituted 
in the new colonies. 

Whatever may be the future condition of South 
Africa under British sovereignty, — and we have 
never underestimated the blessings of English rule, — 
this war will go down in history as one of the most 
senseless and wicked in modern times. Nor is there 
any doubt in our judgment that posterity — even in 
England — will lay the guilt of it mainly at the door 
of the British government and British adventurers. 
Many are inclined to reason that because Britain has 
conquered, therefore she has been right. Still larger 
numbers will contend that because under British rule 
civil right and justice will prevail in the Transvaal 
and the Orange River Colony, perhaps even to a 
greater extent than heietofore, therefore the Boers' 
cause has been wrong and the British government 
has been in the right in forcing on the war and 
seizing the two republics and destroying their inde- 
pendence. There is more of this sort of reasoning 
than is creditable to our professions of Christianity. 
Might is still the major premise in many people's 
logic. But sin is sin, whatever right and good things 
may come after it. No amount of prosperity and 
just and equitable government in the new colonies 
can ever undo the awful wrongs that have been com- 
mitted, or can restore to life the women and children 
piteously destroyed. These things are done and will 
stay done. 

All good men and women will be glad if such a 
spirit and such political and social methods shall 
prevail in the stricken country as will bring to it 
hereafter, under British rule, perpetual peace and 
prosperity. But whoever shall on this account justify 
the war, and the British greed of land and of gold 
which brought it on, will be, it seems to us, whether 
it be consciously or unconsciously, throwing his influ- 
ence in support of that spirit whose inevitable fruit 
has always been and will always be injustice and 
war. Let us keep to history in its moral teachings, 
which have as yet been all too little learned. If 
Great Britain should restore to-morrow to the two 
fallen republics their independence, her iniquity in 
bringing on the war and crushing them would not 
thereby be in the least diminished. The same thing 
may be said with equal justice of our iniquitous 
treatment of the Philippine people. Some day we 



shall deliver to them their country and their inde- 
pendence, but we can never make the wrong we have 
done them right. 



The Mohonk Arbitration Conference. 

The eighth international arbitration Conference, 
held, on the invitation of Albert K. Smiley, at Lake 
Mohonk, N. Y., the last week in May, was a most 
interesting and suggestive occasion. It brought 
together more than two hundred prominent men and 
women, or about forty more than had attended any 
previous Mohonk Conference. The increase in 
attendance was largely from the ranks of business 
men, who for the first time were present in any con- 
siderable numbers. There was the usual number of 
clergymen, educators, editors, lawyers, etc. 

There were many new faces among the member- 
ship. Hon. John W. Foster, who presided, was 
present for the first time. Other new members of 
distinction were Mr. Thayer of Minneapolis, ex- 
minister to the Netherlands, Chief Justice Nott of 
the United States Court of Claims, Judge Landon of 
the New York Court of Appeals, Dr. Herrick John- 
son of Chicago, President M. Carey Thomas of Bryn 
Mawr, Miss Helen M. Gould, Mr. William F. King 
of the New York Merchants' Association, Mr. Field, 
ex-postmaster of Philadelphia, Mr. Osborne Howes 
of the Boston Chamber of Commerce, Mr. George 
Foster Peabody, of the banking house of Spencer 
Trask & Co., Mr. J. Edward Simmons, president of 
the Fourth National Bank of New York, Mr. May- 
nard of Maynard's Press Agency, and William C. 
Blaney of Boston. 

Mr. Smiley has shown great wisdom in appointing, 
since last year, a permanent secretary, to have charge 
of the work of promoting interest in the Conference 
and extending its public influence. Mr. William C. 
Dennis, the secretary, a graduate of Harvard Uni- 
versity and of the Harva'.d Law School, a most 
capable, cultured and thorough-going young man, 
had much to do this year in increasing the attend- 
ance. This he did through personal visits to the 
large cities, and by getting the Conference and its 
purposes properly presented, for the first time, in the 
press of the country. 

Hon. John W. Foster was an admirable presiding 
officer, both because of his pleasant and tactful 
address and by reason of the stores of appropriate 
information, drawn from a long and honorable dip- 
lomatic career, with which he from time to time 
enlivened and enriched the discussions. In a lu- 
minous opening address he brought to the attention 
of the Congress the chief events of the past year 
relating to arbitration, particularly those occurring 
in our own country and hemisphere, the Pan- 
American Conference, etc. He declared that while 
there was cause for congratulation at the notable 
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advance that had been made during the year, enthu- 
siasm should not be allowed to carry the members 
of the Conference too far, as there was still a good 
deal of opposition, even in this country, to unre- 
stricted arbitration, and much yet to be done in cre- 
ating and stimulating an enlightened public opinion 
in its favor. The general discussions followed lines 
very similar to those of former years, though more 
stress was laid upon the educational and upon the 
financial and commercial aspects of the subject of 
peace and arbitration. 

There was a strong feeling of encouragement in 
the Conference, because of the signal advance of 
arbitration in practice during the past three years, 
the leading features of which were brought out in 
the address of Benjamin F. Trueblood at the open- 
ing session. 

The chief stress of the meeting was laid upon the 
necessity of supporting through the education and 
stimulation of public opinion, by every possible 
agency, the work of the Hague Conference and of 
the recent Pan-American Congress, and of securing 
as quickly as practicable the world-wide recognition 
and employment of the Hague Court, the machinery 
of which was just being put into motion by the ref- 
erence to it of the " Pious Fund " case by the two 
leading republics of the western hemisphere. 

Among the more striking utterances at the various 
sessions were the speeches of Dr. Philip S. Moxom, 
Professor Bracq of Vassar, President Thomas of 
Bryn 'Mawr, Edwin D. Mead, Ex-Minister Thayer, 
Dr. Herrick Johnson, Rev. Frederick B. Allen, John 
Crosby Brown, Dr. Henry K. Carroll, Judge C. C. 
Nott, Professor William Adams Brown of Union 
Seminary, Sarah F. Smiley and John B. Garrett. 

The session on Thursday morning, devoted to the 
consideration of the best means of promoting public 
sentiment in favor of arbitration, opened with a 
powerful address by Mr. Mead, and was one of the 
most remarkable of all the Mohonk arbitration meet- 
ings yet held. 

An entire evening was given to the business 
aspects of the question of arbitration, the speakers at 
which were Mr. J. Edward Simmons, John Crosby 
Brown, William F. King, Warner Van Norden, 
Mahlon N. Kline, and George Foster Peabody, all 
men of affairs of large experience. Judge Nott's 
address on Friday morning, in which he drew largely 
upon his experience in the Court of Claims, was one 
of the most impressive and convincing pleas for gen- 
eral arbitration and the certainty of its final preva- 
lence to which it has been our pleasure to listen. 

The remarkable development of the Mohonk Con- 
ference, since its first meeting in 1895 with but 
sixty-five members, makes one feel to what an extent 
ideas of arbitration and peace are pervading the 
social atmosphere everywhere. Great as this 
Mohonk Conference is as a promoter of public in- 



terest and opinion, it is much greater as a registering 
point, a sign and evidence of the general ripeness of 
the times in this direction. It is one of the many 
nuclei, or centers of aggregation, about which in all 
the civilized countries a sentiment in favor of gen- 
eral and permanent peace, deep and strong, but 
hardly yet half aware of itself, is gathering con- 
sciousness and power. Arbitration is in the air, as 
is often remarked, and it takes but a slight shock at 
any point to create a gathering point for its mani- 
festation. That is the capital and hopeful fact. 

The platform of the Mohonk Conference this year 
is superior, in our judgment, to any of the former 
declarations. It takes higher ground, and founds its 
appeal on the great principles of the Golden Rule 
and the brotherhood of man, which are fundamental 
to any true advancement of permanent concord 
between the nations. The platform is given in full 
below. 

Platform of the Eighth Lake Mohonk 
Arbitration Conference. 

We affirm the principles declared by former con- 
ferences and rejoice in the continued progress in their 
application. 

The Golden Rule as a practical law of conduct is 
not less binding upon nations than upon individuals. 
Upon obedience to this law depends the welfare of 
all alike. This is not the dream of enthusiasts, but 
the practical judgment of the sober-minded men and 
women who are doing the world's best thinking in 
the conduct of its affairs. 

We believe in the unity of the human race and the 
brotherhood of mankind, and that, being of kin, the 
spirit of kindness and of justice should be, and some 
day will be, universal among men, recognizing no 
distinctions of class or race or nationality. 

In this spirit and in obedience to this law we seek 
the adoption of the judicial method of settling inter- 
national disputes, in order that the ends of justice 
may be attained and the sufferings and burdens of 
war may be avoided. 

Arbitration and appeal to courts of justice are the 
only rational methods of settling disputes, whether 
between individuals or nations, which fail of direct 
settlement. 

We rejoice in the progress which has been made 
during the last year. The great court provided for 
at the Hague, and subsequently established and recog- 
nized by the leading nations of the world, has been 
resorted to since the last meeting of our Conference. 
The governments of the United States and of Mexico 
have just agreed to refer to that august tribunal the 
settlement of a disputed claim, which for half a cen- 
tury they have been unable to adjust. The impor- 
tance of this event is not measured by the magnitude 
of the claim. It marks an epoch in the adjustment 



